March 3, 2025

The Honorable Russell Vought

Acting Director

Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
1700 G St. NW

Washington, DC 20552

The Honorable Scott Bessent
Secretary

Department of the Treasury
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20220

Dear Acting Director Vought and Secretary Bessent:

We are professors who work in the consumer protection area or in areas that intersect
with consumer protection. We are appalled by what we view as unlawful actions that have
effectively shut down the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB). Congress does not
create laws or agencies to exist only on paper.

Even President Trump’s former acting CFPB director, Mick Mulvaney, acknowledged that
the CFPB had to comply with the law and so could not simply cease functioning. The
administration’s defense of its actions is belied by the fact that the first Trump
administration itself brought one of the cases it now decries as evidence that the Bureau is
a “woke, weaponized arm of the bureaucracy. . .."

Congress created the CFPB because the then-existing administrative agencies had failed to
prevent the kind of lending that led to the Great Recession; the Bureau’s destruction risks
another Great Recession. We urgently call upon the Trump administration to follow the
rule of law and allow Bureau employees to return to their important jobs of protecting
consumers, preventing the lending that led to the Great Recession, and ensuring that
consumer financial markets function appropriately.

Sincerely,

[Institutional affiliations are provided for identification only; all signatories sign in only
their individual capacities and do not speak for any organization]

Cynthia Adams,
Clinical Professor of Law, Indiana University Robert H. McKinney School of Law

Richard Alderman,
Professor Emeritus, Director Center for Consumer Law, University of Houston Law Center



Janet Alexander,
Frederick I. Richman Professor of Law, Emerita, Stanford Law School

Hilary Allen,
Professor of Law, American University Washington College of Law

Eric Amarante,
Associate Professor of Law, University of Tennessee College of Law

Steven Bender,
Professor of Law, Seattle University School of Law

Beryl Blaustone,
Professor Emerita of Law, CUNY School of Law

Susan Block-Lieb,
Cooper Family Professor in Urban Legal Issues, Fordham University School of Law

Andrea Boyack,
Floyd R. Gibson Endowed Professor of Law, University of Missouri School of Law

Mark Budnitz,
Professor of Law Emeritus, Georgia State University College of Law

Gina Calabrese,
Professor of Clinical Education, St. John's University School of Law

Kaitlin Caruso,
Associate Professor of Law, University of Maine School of Law

Brooke Coleman,
Fredric C. Tausend Professor of Law, Seattle University School of Law

Craig Cowie,
The Blewett Endowed Faculty Chair in Consumer Law & Protection, Alexander Blewett III
School of Law, University of Montana

Prentiss Cox,
Professor of Law, University of Minnesota Law School

Robin Effron,
Professor of Law, Brooklyn Law School

Kathleen Engel,
Research Professor of Law, Suffolk University Law School



Thomas Eovaldi,
Professor of Law Emeritus, Northwestern Pritzker School of Law

Richard Frankel,
Professor of Law, Drexel University Kline School of Law

Julie Gilgoff,
Associate Professor of Law, IU McKinney School of Law

Myriam Gilles,
Paul R. Verkuil Chair in Public Law, Cardozo School of Law

Alex Glashausser,
David A. Fenley Professor of Law, Washburn University School of Law

Ann Goldweber,
Professor of Clinical Education, St. John's University School of Law

Steven Graves,
Professor, California State University, Northridge

Daniel Hatcher,
Professor of Law, University of Baltimore

Genevieve Hebert Fajardo,
Clinical Professor of Law, St. Mary's University School of Law

Deborah Hensler,
Professor, Stanford Law School

Luke Herrine
Assistant Professor of Law, Alabama Law

Dan Immergluck,
Professor of Public Policy and Urban Studies, Andrew Young School of Policy Studies,
Georgia State University

Melissa Jacoby,
Professor of Law, University of North Carolina School of Law

Dalie Jimenez,
Professor of Law, University of California, Irvine School of Law

Claire Johnson Raba,
Assistant Professor of Law, University of Illinois Chicago School of Law



Pauline Kim,
Daniel Noyes Kirby Professor of Law, Washington University School of Law

Kenneth Klein,
Louis and Hermione Brown Professor of Law, California Western School of Law

Lea Krivinskas Shepard,
Professor, Loyola University Chicago School of Law

Jaime Lee,
Professor of Law, University of Baltimore

AngelaLittwin, , University of Texas School of Law
Ronald D. Krist Professor of Law

Jeffrey Lubbers,
Professor of Practice in Administrative Law, American University, Washington College of
Law

Cathy Mansfield,
Professor, Case Western University School of Law

Scott Maurer,
Assoc. Clinical Prof. of Law, Santa Clara Law

Robert Mayer,
Professor Emeritus, Family & Consumer Studies, U of Utah

Michael Millemann,
Jacob France Professor of Law, University of Maryland-Carey Law School

Christopher Peterson,
John J. Flynn Endowed Professor of Law, University of Utah, S.J. Quinney College of Law

Alexi Pfeffer-Gillett,
Assistant Professor, Washington and Lee University School of Law

Andrew Popper,
Professor of Law, Washington, College of Law, American University,

Dee Pridgen,
Emeritus Professor of Law, University of Wyoming

Vijay Raghavan,
Associate Professor of Law, Brooklyn Law School



Carolina Reid,
Associate Professor, UC Berkeley

David Reiss,
Clinical Professor of Law, Cornell Law School

John Reitz,
Law Professor Emeritus, University of lowa College of Law

Florence Roisman,
William FE. Harvey Professor of Law and Chancellor's Professor, Indiana University Robert H.
McKinney School of Law

Jon Romberg,
Assoc. Prof., Seton Hall University School of Law

Susan Rose-Ackerman,
Henry R. Luce Professor of Law and Political Science, Emeritus, Yale law School

Keith Rowley,
William S. Boyd Professor of Law, University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Jacob Rugh,
Associate Professor of Sociology, Brigham Young University

Len Sandler,
Clinical Professor & Director, University of lowa Law and Policy in Action Clinic

Melody Sequoia,
Assistant Clinical Professor of Law, Santa Clara University School of Law

Dalindyebo Shabalala,
Professor, Suffolk University Law School

Alexandra Sickler,
Archie Unterseher Endowed Professor of Law, University of North Dakota School of Law

Norman I. Silber;
Andrew M. Boas and Mark L. Claster Distinguished Professor, Maurice A. Deane School of
Law, Hofstra University

Joseph Singer,
Bussey Professor of Law, Harvard Law School

Doug Smith,
Lecturer, Brandeis University



Neil Sobol,
Professor, Texas A&M University School of Law

Jeff Sovern,
Michael Millemann Professor of Consumer Protection Law, University of Maryland Francis
King Carey School of Law

Mary Spector,
Professor of Law, SMU Dedman School of Law

Jeffrey Stempel,
Doris S. & Theodore B. Lee Professor of Law, University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Jean Sternlight,
Professor Emeritus, UNLV Boyd School of Law

Emily Taylor Poppe,
Professor of Law, University of California, Irvine School of Law

D. A. Jeremy Telman,
Professor of Law, Oklahoma City University School of Law

Karen Tokarz,
Professor of Law, Washington University - St. Louis

Alan Trammell],
Associate Professor, Washington & Lee University School of Law

Liza Vertinsky,
Professor of Law, University of Maryland Carey School of Law

David Vladeck,
A.B. Chettle, Jr,, Professor of Law, Georgetown Law School

Lauren Willis,
Professor, LMU Loyola Law School

Eric Wright,
Professor of Law, Santa Clara University, School of Law

Richard Zitrin,
Lecturer Emeritus, University of California San Francisco College of the Law



